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the blessing! nobody, however, can [venture to] say any-
thing concerning events like these, and scrutinize the why
and the wherefore, because Allah doth what He listeth and
judgeth as He chooseth !

Wuhub Bin Muniah states that the prophet Sha'ia was
killed in this manner, and that the Lord Zakria departed
this life on his own bed, as has been narrated above in
these pages.

According to the most current traditions, the murder of
Yahia, the son of Zakria, took place as follows: At that
time there reigned a king the unhallowed disposition of
whose spouse was such that she hated prophets, saints,
and pious men. She had a pretty daughter by a former
husband, but as she had herself now become aged, and
was apprehensive that the king might take another wife,
whereby her influence would be diminished, she offered
him her daughter in marriage. He replied: ' I shall
institute inquiries on this subject, and if it be permissible,
I promise to comply with thy request.' Thereon he con-
sulted Yahia, the son of Zakria; but his lordship the
prophet replied: c Such a union is vain, and such espousals
are wicked/165 The king said to his flagitious consort:
'Yahia is a prophet of God, and forbids this marriage.'
That worthless woman then conceived great aversion for
Yahia, but waited [for an opportunity to manifest it] until
one day when the king was drunk. On that occasion she
adorned her daughter and sent her to him; no stranger
being present, he wished to have sexual intercourse with
her; the daughter, however, said: * I shall not obey thee
until thou compliest with my request.' The king
asked : ' What is thy desire ?' She rejoined: ' The death
of Yahia, the son of Zakria.' In the height of his intoxica-
tion and lust, the king said : * Let thy wish be fulfilled/
Accordingly the ill-fated monarch despatched a caitiff,
who separated the head of Yahia* from his body, placed it
on a charger, and brought it into the assembly.166 But the

165  Matthew, ch. xiv. 4 : ' For John said unto him, It is not lawful
for thee to have her.'

166  Hid., 11: 'And his head was brought in a charger.'